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Abstract

This paper investigates the distinctive aspects of linguo-cultural and linguo-spiritual relations
of proverbs and sayings, with a focus on how they evaluate personality in both the English and
Uzbek languages. Proverbs and sayings are integral components of every culture, encapsulating
the values, norms, and philosophical outlooks of their respective societies. These expressions
often serve as a mirror of the people’s worldview, reflecting attitudes toward human behavior,
personal traits, and social interactions. By analyzing the similarities and differences in English
and Uzbek proverbs and sayings, this study aims to explore how these linguistic forms shape
and evaluate personality traits, emphasizing the relationship between language, culture, and
spirituality.
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Introduction

Proverbs are an integral part of languages worldwide, acting as succinct reflections of
collective wisdom, social values, and historical experiences. These expressions, often
metaphorical or idiomatic in nature, provide insights into the way language evolves, how
humans think, and how societies transmit knowledge. Proverbs and sayings are one of the most
important components of any language, often acting as a cultural backbone that transmits the
wisdom and values of a society from generation to generation. Characterized by their imagery
and brevity, these expressions are not just linguistic tools, but have a close connection to the
cultural and spiritual core of society. Proverbs are used in both Uzbek and English to describe
people's behavior, provide moral lessons, and evaluate character qualities. The purpose of this
study is to understand how the unique linguistic characteristics and underlying cultural and
spiritual meanings of Uzbek and English proverbs influence people's perceptions of
themselves.

Linguacultural relations of proverbs
The proverb, which is one of the oldest examples of folklore, differs from other genres by its
short, concise, figurative and deep meaning. Proverbs show the ancient and rich spirituality of
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Qé:'s'-:" each nation. Proverbs are very rich and varied in subject matter, and can be used in their own

right or in their figurative sense. Proverbs, which are one of the genres of folklore, combine
E the life experiences, dreams and aspirations of ancestors, their attitude to the state and society,
E historical and spiritual state, philosophical, ethnic and aesthetic feelings, positive qualities.
e Linguacultural relations refer to the deep connection between language and culture. Proverbs
8 are cultural artifacts that provide insight into the beliefs, traditions, and social norms of a
o particular society. In the case of English and Uzbek, both languages reflect their attitudes
> towards individuals through proverbs and sayings. The individualistic character of Western
E nations, which place a strong emphasis on personal accountability, independence, and self-
- reliance, is frequently reflected in English proverbs. For example, the saying "A man is known
6’_ by the company he keeps" emphasizes the social component of personality assessment, in
O which a person's character is assessed by the people they associate with. The value of action
N over verbal expression is emphasized by another well-known English proverb, "Actions speak
O louder than words," which implies that behavior, not promises, is used to assess a person's
% character. Proverbs like "You reap what you sow," which implies that one's personality and
S future are determined by their deeds, and "The early bird catches the worm," which emphasizes
y hard work, are examples of English proverbs that also show a propensity toward emphasizing
O moral standing and personal achievement. English proverbs also reveal a tendency toward
= emphasizing personal achievement and moral standing, with proverbs like "The early bird
E catches the worm," which values hard work, and "You reap what you sow," suggesting that
- one’s personality and future are shaped by their actions.
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Uzbek Proverbs Evaluating Personality

In contrast, the collectivist culture of Uzbekistan, which emphasizes family, community, and
social harmony, has a big impact on Uzbek proverbs. Proverbs such as "A good name is better
than gold" reflect the importance of social reputation and personal integrity in Uzbek society.
The proverb "One who does good to others will be rewarded" reveals an intrinsic connection
between personality and the community, suggesting that individuals are valued based on their
contributions to others and their adherence to communal norms. Another well-known Uzbek
saying, "A wise person does not speak much," emphasizes humility and restraint, traits that are
highly valued in Uzbek culture. The tendency to evaluate personality based on one’s role in the
community and relationships with others is a recurring theme in Uzbek proverbs.

Linguo-Spiritual Relations of Proverbs

Linguo-spiritual relations refer to the connection between language and spiritual beliefs.
Spirituality, as reflected in language, influences the worldview and personality traits deemed
important in a society. Proverbs, in both English and Uzbek, often carry spiritual undertones
that influence how personality is perceived.
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== Spiritual Dimensions in English Proverbs

In the English language, spirituality is often framed within the context of Christian values and
ethics. Proverbs like "Cleanliness is next to godliness" link personal habits to spiritual purity,
reflecting a moral ideal in which personality is tied to one’s spiritual practices. Similarly, the
proverb "God helps those who help themselves™ emphasizes the role of personal initiative and
divine favor in shaping one’s character, illustrating the spiritual and moral framework within
which personality is judged. English proverbs tend to emphasize individual spiritual
responsibility, often highlighting personal traits that align with moral virtue. For instance,
"Pride goes before a fall" reflects the spiritual principle of humility, warning against arrogance
as a negative personality trait that may lead to downfall.
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O Spiritual Dimensions in Uzbek Proverbs

N Proverbs are much more than simple expressions of wisdom passed down through

O generations—they are vital components of language that offer profound insights into cultural

= values, societal norms, and cognitive patterns. Uzbek proverbs, on the other hand, often

S integrate elements of Islam and Sufism, the primary spiritual traditions influencing the culture.

y Proverbs such as "Patience is the key to success™ and "The truth will be revealed, no matter

O how hard one tries to hide it" reflect the spiritual connection between truth, patience, and moral

= integrity. These expressions underscore the value of patience, humility, and truthfulness in the

E development of a person’s character. In Uzbek culture, the concept of "berish" (giving) and

- "gadr" (value) is central to spiritual teachings, and these ideas are reflected in proverbs. For

g instance, the saying "A generous heart is a sacred one" suggests that the act of giving is not
only a societal virtue but also a spiritual one, thereby linking personality to one’s spiritual

s values.
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Comparative Analysis of Personality Evaluation in English and Uzbek Proverbs

While both English and Uzbek proverbs serve to evaluate personality, their focus and
underlying principles differ due to cultural and spiritual influences. Cultural Differences:
English proverbs tend to prioritize individual traits like independence, self-reliance, and
personal achievement, reflecting the values of individualism in Western cultures. In contrast,
Uzbek proverbs emphasize communal values, including social responsibility, humility, and
respect for others, which align with the collectivist nature of Uzbek society. Spiritual
Influences: Spirituality in English proverbs is often aligned with Christian moral teachings,
where personal responsibility and ethical behavior are central to personality evaluation. In
Uzbek proverbs, Islamic spiritual beliefs and Sufi ideals often influence the evaluation of
personality, with an emphasis on virtues like patience, generosity, and truthfulness. Role of
Behavior: Both English and Uzbek proverbs assess personality based on behavior. However,
in English, there is often a focus on outward actions and personal accomplishments, while in
Uzbek proverbs, there is a greater emphasis on the social and spiritual consequences of one's
behavior within the community.
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Conclusion

This study highlights the distinctive aspects of linguo-cultural and linguo-spiritual relations of
proverbs and sayings in English and Uzbek, showing how they serve as instruments for
evaluating personality. While both languages offer proverbs that reflect moral virtues and
personal traits, English tends to emphasize individualism and personal achievement, while
Uzbek places a greater value on communal harmony and spiritual integrity. The spiritual
dimensions in both cultures also reveal how deeply intertwined personality evaluation is with
cultural and spiritual beliefs. As proverbs continue to be an essential part of both languages,
they not only preserve the cultural heritage of these societies but also shape the future
generations' understanding of human character and behavior.
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