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Abstract  

Nikolai Ilyin is a Russian poet whose work reflects deep philosophical reflections about life, 

man and nature. His poetry is full of motifs that permeate all his works, which creates a holistic 

picture of the poet’s worldview. 

 

 

Introduction 

Nikolai Ilyin is a Russian poet whose work reflects deep philosophical reflections about life, 

man and nature. His poetry is full of motifs that permeate all his works, which creates a holistic 

picture of the poet’s worldview. 

 

Лето, я твой благодарный больной, 

Получивший тебя как лекарство, 

Пилигрим, очарованный жаркой страной, 

Повстречавший волшебное царство. 

 

One of the central motifs in Ilyin’s poetry is the theme time. The poet often reflects on his 

inexorable flow, on how everything in the world is subject to change and disappearance. This 

feeling of the transitory nature of existence is reflected in his poems through images of fading 

nature, an aging person, and slipping youth. For Ilyin, time is not just a physical category, but 

also a philosophical metaphor for life, filled with moments that quickly disappear. 

 

Когда я вписан в стынущий пейзаж 

Живою веткой, сохранивший листья, 

И время отложив свой карандаш, 

Мне поверяет суть осенних истин. 

 

Nature plays an important role in Ilyin’s poetry; it is not just a background for human 

experiences, but also an active participant in events. 

Describing landscapes, the poet often draws parallels between the state of nature and the inner 

world of human. 

The sound of the wind, the murmur of a river, the change of seasons - all these become symbols 

of feelings such as sadness, loneliness, peace or anxiety. 

For Ilyin, nature is a living being, capable of sympathizing and experiencing together with 

human. 
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Вздыхают кронами деревья, 

Вздымая ветви и листы; 

И в осень льющееся время 

Мечтает вечность обрести. 

             

The motif of loneliness appears through many of Nikolai Ilyin’s works. 

His lyrical hero often appears in a state of detachment from the world and people, immersed in 

his thoughts and reflections. 

Ilyin’s loneliness has different shades: sometimes it is a tragic feeling of isolation and the 

inability to find a soul mate, and sometimes it is a source of peace and inner harmony, allowing 

you to look at life from a different side. 

This motive is strengthened by the poet’s appeal to intimate and quiet pictures of nature, which 

emphasize the feeling of solitude. 

 

Оживших птиц ночная трель, 

Вся в бликах влажная дорога, 

И кисть в луну, как в акварель, 

Макает тополь одинокий. 

          

Another important motive in Ilyin’s work is the understanding of life and death. The poet 

reflects on the meaning of human existence, the inevitability of the end and how death becomes 

part of the natural cycle of life. 

 His poems are often permeated with sadness about the inevitability of leaving, but at the same 

time, reconciliation with this thought. In his poetry, death is perceived not as an end, but as a 

transition to something greater, unknown, but natural. 

 

Мой летний сад, прощаюсь я с тобою 

И ухожу в осенний полусвет, 

Где мир красив иною красотою 

И где к тебе уже возврата нет.  

Ilyin’s love lyrics are filled with motifs of longing and loss. The poet describes love as a feeling 

that simultaneously brings joy and pain. In Ilyin’s work love is often associated with separation, 

the inevitability of parting, which makes it even more dramatic and emotionally intense. In his 

poems, he often turns to the images of his beloved, who is already far away, but has left a deep 

mark in the heart of the lyrical hero. 

 

Любовь как волшебный цветок: 

Раскрылся, расцвёл и завял он – 

Любовь отбирает сам Бог, 

Чтобы чудо привычной не стало. 

The poetry of Nikolai Ilyin is a subtle and multifaceted world in which the motifs of time, 

nature, loneliness and philosophical thoughts about life and death are intertwined. Through his 
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works, the poet reveals to the reader the depth of human experiences, makes him think about 

the eternal questions of existence, simultaneusly remaining in the lyrical and intimate 

 

Смущает жизнь наличие предела, 

Где меркнет свет и торжествует мрак, 

И лишь тогда, когда ты что-то сделал, 

Тебе уже не страшно умирать. 
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