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Abstract  

This article discusses about the key features of the given novel by Louisa May. Detailed 

analysis of the protagonist women characters tried to give in this article. While discussing the 

writer’s artistic skill of creating several characters we tried to refer to some researches done by 

scholars of the international values. 
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Introduction 

“Little Women” is a beloved novel written by American author Louisa May Alcott. First 

published in two volumes in 1868 and 1869, the book tells the story of the four March sisters—

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy—growing up in Massachusetts during the American Civil War in the 

19th century. The story focuses on their emotional and personal growth as they navigate the 

challenges of family life, love, loss, and their individual dreams. 

The novel begins with the March sisters—Meg (the oldest), Jo (the second), Beth (the third), 

and Amy (the youngest)—struggling with their financial situation as their father is away, 

serving as a chaplain in the Civil War. The family’s matriarch, Marmee (their mother), leads 

the household with wisdom, kindness, and strength, teaching her daughters the importance of 

selflessness, hard work, and moral value. 

While the girls are initially distressed by their family's lack of wealth, they learn to value their 

emotional and familial bonds over material possessions. Each sister has her own distinct 

personality and dreams:  

Meg is the responsible oldest sister, who dreams of a comfortable life but is willing to sacrifice 

her desires for the sake of family. She marries John Brooke, a tutor, and learns the importance 

of love and partnership. 

Jo is a independent, and headstrong young woman who dreams of becoming a writer. She is 

often at odds with traditional gender expectations, preferring adventure and intellectual pursuits 

to domesticity. Jo's growth throughout the novel shows her developing into a more self-aware, 

mature individual. Her relationship with the shy and kindhearted Laurie (Theodore Laurence), 

the boy next door, is a key plot point, though they do not end up together. 

Beth is the gentle, self-sacrificing sister, whose health is fragile. She is devoted to her family 

and to music, often playing the piano for her sisters and others. Tragically, Beth contracts 
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scarlet fever, and her declining health serves as a poignant reminder of life’s fragility and the 

importance of family support. 

Amy, the youngest, is an aspiring artist with dreams of social advancement. She initially 

struggles with her desires for wealth and status, but over time, she matures and develops a 

deeper understanding of herself and her relationships. Amy eventually marries Laurie, which 

is a turning point in her character's growth. 

As the novel progresses, each sister faces various challenges, from personal aspirations to 

dealing with the realities of love and loss. Central to the story are themes of personal sacrifice, 

familial duty, and the pursuit of one’s dreams. The novel also addresses the contrasting desires 

for romantic love and personal independence, as the girls come to terms with their futures. 

Louisa May Alcott wrote "Little Women" for several key reasons, both personal and social, 

that reflect the context of her life and the time in which the book was written: 

One of the main reasons Alcott wrote Little Women was because her publisher, Thomas Niles, 

asked her to write a book for young girls. At the time, there was a growing market for literature 

aimed at female readers, and Niles believed that Alcott, who had already written stories for 

children, could create a book that would resonate with girls. He was looking for a moral, 

instructive novel that would guide young women in the right direction. 

Also, the creation of "Little Women" was partly a response to the changing social and cultural 

landscape of the time. During the 19th century, women’s roles were primarily confined to the 

home, with little emphasis placed on their intellectual or professional aspirations. Alcott’s 

novel offered a refreshing departure from the typical portrayal of women as mere passive 

characters. Through the March sisters, Alcott explored the idea that women, too, could have 

dreams and ambitions beyond marriage and domesticity. 

Alcott also wrote "Little Women" to provide an idealized yet relatable portrayal of family life, 

emphasizing values such as love, sacrifice, and perseverance. In many ways, the book served 

as a moral guide for young readers, illustrating how individuals could grow into better people 

through personal reflection and self-improvement. Alcott’s own experiences with poverty, 

struggle, and the challenges of being a woman in a male-dominated world also informed the 

book’s themes. 

Moreover, Alcott wrote "Little Women" as a form of social commentary. At the time, women 

were often confined to strict gender roles, and Alcott herself was an advocate for women's 

rights. By showing the March sisters pursuing their own unique paths—Jo, for example, dreams 

of becoming a writer despite the obstacles women faced in the literary world—Alcott provided 

young women with role models who encouraged them to be true to themselves and pursue their 

passions. 

In addition to its feminist undertones, the book also aimed to entertain and inspire. It reflected 

Alcott’s belief in the power of storytelling as a way to both educate and uplift readers. Through 

the struggles and triumphs of the March sisters, "Little Women" continues to resonate with 

readers of all ages, providing timeless lessons on love, loyalty, and the importance of personal 

integrity. 

Little Women" was written by Louisa May Alcott in the late 1860s, during a time of social 

change in America. The book was initially published in two parts: the first part, titled Little 
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Women, was released in 1868, and the second part, Good Wives, was published in 1869. Alcott 

wrote the novel during a period when women were fighting for more rights and opportunities, 

particularly in the realms of education, employment, and social roles. 

This book reflected the period of the post-Civil War in the United States, a time when the 

country was recovering from the effects of the war and undergoing significant social and 

cultural changes. Little Women reflects the values and experiences of the era, particularly the 

roles of women, family life, and personal growth. 

The book was written relatively quickly—Alcott was asked by her publisher to write a story 

for girls, as there was a growing demand for literature aimed at young female readers. Alcott 

had already written stories for children, but "Little Women" marked her first foray into a full-

length novel aimed specifically at young women. She based many aspects of the story on her 

own experiences growing up with her three sisters in New England, and much of the book 

reflects the values and lessons she learned from her own family. 

"Little Women" remains one of the most cherished novels in American literature, beloved by 

generations of readers for its rich portrayal of sisterhood, its relatable characters, and its moral 

lessons. Written in a time when women’s roles were often confined to the domestic sphere, 

Louisa May Alcott created a work that not only entertained but also empowered women to 

pursue their dreams and navigate life’s challenges with courage and resilience. The novel’s 

themes of family, sacrifice, and personal growth continue to make it a timeless classic that 

resonates with readers around the world. 
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