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Abstract:

This article mentions the relations and cooperation between the Central Asian countries and
the Republic of Turkey in the field of culture and education. Also, the diplomatic relations of
the republics, cultural events, opinions about higher educational institutions, cultural events
between the five republics and Turkey, and innovations and cooperation in the field of
education will be discussed.
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Introduction

Relations between the countries of Central Asia and Turkey in the fields of education and
culture began to take shape almost since the independence of the new countries in 1991. At the
summits and bilateral meetings of the leaders of the Turkic-speaking countries, the topics of
cultural and linguistic proximity of the peoples of the Turkic-speaking countries began to be
raised regularly.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, Turkey has paid great attention to the development of
cooperation with Central Asia and is still paying attention. In addition, the position of state
minister for relations with Turkic-speaking countries was established within the TR
governmentl.

In 1992, the Republic of Turkey established diplomatic relations with Kyrgyzstan. In Bishkek,
musical groups from Turkey performed in the Opera and Ballet Theater, the Sports Palace and
the National Philharmonic Hall. In addition to the capital of the republic, similar events were
held in Chui region.

This year, the Republic of Turkey allocated 1,000 places to Kyrgyzstan for the education of
Kyrgyz students. 2.

In 2014, Kyrgyzstan Days were organized in Turkey. The events took place in Ankara and its
surrounding cities. Painting, art and craft exhibitions, national music concerts were held.

1 M.Ysnanuesa. KynsrypHoe cotpyaanuectBo Keipreicrana u Typuun. http://todo.selyam.net/docs/78/index-82639.html
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In the same year, a delegation of the Turkish Broadcasting Company visited Kyrgyzstan with
the aim of studying the republic's telecommunication services market. As a result, a TV channel
in Turkish was broadcast in the republic for several years.

Multilateral Kyrgyzstan participated in almost all cultural events organized by Turkey. These
are: congresses of Muslim countries and communities, congresses of Turkic-speaking
countries, exhibitions of works of art and folk art, international symposium "Days of
Aytmatov" in Ankara, symposia of Turkish culture and art, etc3.

The famous Russian geopolitician Nikolay Nartov believes that 2014-2016 was a period of
active discussion of the ideas of pan-Turkism, which took place in the form of cooperation
between Turkic-speaking countries in history, culture, education and other fields. He clearly
states that during the celebration of the 1000th anniversary of the Manas epic in 1995, attempts
were made to seriously discuss the ideas of Panthuranism, but “these efforts did not find
adequate support and understanding."4.

Then the Turkish side provided important technical and financial support for the celebration:
"Turkey allocated 100,000 dollars for the celebration, in addition, with the financial support of
the Turkish government, a number of books and albums were published, documentaries were
shot. was received, a live broadcast of the festivities was organized on the huge news space
through the CNN channel”5. In addition, academic conferences were held in 33 Turkish
universities to celebrate the Manas saga and promote Turkish values. Thanks to the news, one
of the parks in the capital of the republic was renamed in honor of Ataturk in Kyrgyzstan, and
a monument was erected in honor of the Turkish public figure and statesman.

In 2015, one of the most important events for the relations between the two countries in the
cultural and educational sphere took place - an agreement was signed on the establishment of
the Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas joint university in Izmir6. Since the beginning of work, this
educational institution has become one of the leaders in the republic. This was achieved
primarily due to the absence of corruption among teachers, quality education, first-class
material and technical support, as well as the availability of free "budget” education only by
the state. On average, about 3,800 students study at this university7. According to Kyrgyz
Education and Science Minister Kanat Sidikov, Turkey has invested $289 million in the
university since its establishment. Currently, 14 buildings of the unified educational complex
are operating, and a new building for more than 3,000 people is under construction8.

In 2016, Turkish Minister of Education T. Tayan visited Bishkek. As a result of the
negotiations, an agreement was reached on increasing the amount of scholarships for Kyrgyz
graduate students studying in Turkey and developing graduate training programs9.

3 2-ii Mex Iy HApOIHBIIH CHMITO3UYM, TIOCBSIIIIEHHBIA TBOPYECTBY KBIPTBI3CKOTO Tucatens U. Aiitmarosa «/luu Y. AitMaroBa»
COCTOsSLICS B Amnkape. http://www.mfa.kg/news-foreignmissions-of-kr-/2-i-mejdunarodnii-simpozium-
posvyashenniitvorchestvu-kirgizskogo-pisatelya-ch. — aitmatova_en.html

4 H.A. Hapros. ['eonomuruka.— M., 2004. — C. 256-258.

5 M.Ysinanuesa. KynaprypHoe cotpyanunuectBo Keipreiscrana u Typuun. http://todo.selyam.net/docs/78/index-82639.html

6 Odurmansueiii caiit KTY «Manacy. http://www.manas.kg/index.php/ru/university/istoriya

7 Odummansusii caiit KTY «Manacy. http://www.manas.kg/index.php/ru/university/istoriya

8 Kanar CagpIKOB: Typuus BJIOXKHJIA B KTY «Mamnacy» 289 MWUIHOHOB OJIIL.
http:/Aww.vb.kg/doc/223846_kanat_sadykov:_tyrciia_vlojila_v_kty manas_289 millionov.html

9 M.Ysnanuesa. KynasrypHoe cotpyanundectBo Keipreiscrana u Typuun. http://todo.selyam.net/docs/78/index-82639.html
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The change of political power in Turkey affected the development of relations between the two
countries, and the years 2017-2021 were characterized by a certain "quietness” in bilateral
relations. In this situation, the initiative of dialogue was carried out primarily by Kyrgyzstan,
which tried to support bilateral relations. On October 24, 1997, during the visit of President
Askar Akayev, an agreement on eternal friendship and cooperation was signed between the
Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Tajikistan. During the next visit, on July 1, 1999, a
joint statement called "Kyrgyzstan and Turkey: Together for the 21st century" was signed10.
After the victory of the Justice and Development Party in the elections held in Turkey in 2014,
under the leadership of Recep Erdogan, relations between the two countries took a new look.
The presentation of the Kyrgyz translation of Mustafa Kemal's book "Nutuk™ (*New Turkish
Way") was held at the National Opera and Ballet Theater. Also, in this year, the National
Philharmonic Orchestra visited the Turkish Presidential Symphony Orchestra with a concert.
Famous Turkish violinist Jihat Ashkin and opera singer Ishan Ekber took part in this event 11.
Since 2014, the cultural and educational cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey has been
significantly activated, many events have been held, and there is no need to mention them all.
But in order to understand the intensity of interaction, it is worth listing individual events, for
example, in May 2014, this gives us at least one cultural and educational event between KR
and TR in an average week allows us to come to the conclusion that it will pass. So: On May
3-6, Uludag University held an international conference "Kyrgyz-Turkish relations from
history to the present” in Bursal2. The 2nd international congress of universities of Turkic-
speaking countries was held on May 9 at the Kyrgyz National University 13. On May 24-25,
the conference "The future of Kyrgyz-Turkish relations with many years of experience” was
held at "Manas" Kyrgyz-Turkish University14.

If we analyze August 2014, we can see that the following cultural and educational events were
held in this month: On August 6, the opening of the Kyrgyz House was held in Ankara 15. On
August 13-15, the VII meeting of the Kyrgyz-Turkey intergovernmental commission on trade,
economic and cultural cooperation was held in Ankaral6, on August 15, a concert of Turkic
peoples was held in honor of the 111 Summit of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking
Countries in Gabala, Azerbaijanl17.

Cooperation in the field of education and culture between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey is developing
at a good pace, the two nations are getting closer to each other.

10 M.UsmHanuesa. CraHoBIeHHE u pa3BuTHE KBIPTBI3CKO-TYPEIIKIX OTHOIICHUH.
bizdin.kg/elib/jurnaldar/vik/2009_1/4inalieva.doc

11 M.Ysinanuesa. KynbrypHoe cotpyanundectBo Keipreiscrana u Typuun. http://todo.selyam.net/docs/78/index-82639.html
12 B 1. Bypca BCIOMHHIIM KBIPTHI3CKO-TYPEIKOE COTPYIHUYECTBO, UAylIee U3 TayOunsl. http://www.for.kg/news-224997-
ru.html

13 Tlpoiimer 2-ii  KypyaTaii  accouMandM  YHUBEPCHUTETOB.  http://www.gezitter.org/politic/19359 proydet 2-
y_kurultay_assotsiatsii_universitetov/

14 Ha xoungepenuun B Buikek o6cyxkaaercss Oyaylee KbIPTBI3CKO-TYpENKHX OTHOmIeHui. http://kant.kg/2013-05-24/na-
konferentsii-v-bishkeke-obsuzhdaetsya-budushheekyirgyizsko-turetskih-otnosheniy/

15 B CTOJIHLIE Typuun OTKpBLICS Hom Keipre3crana //
URL:http://lwww.knews.kg/culture/35440_v_stolitse_turtsii_otkryilsya_dom_kyirgyizstana/

16 [um «kymerypsr Keipreicrama wu  Typrmu TOpoWayT B deTblpeX Tropojax Kaxnaoir crpamer  //  URL:
http://imvww.kabar.kg/society/full/61146

17 B T'a6ae cocrosincst 111 cammut CoBeTa cOTpyIHHIECTBA TIOPKOSI3BIYHBIX TOCYAapcTB // OGUIHATBHEIN CaliT Mpe3uIeHTa
Pecniy6nnku Asepbaiimxan. — URL: http://ru.president.az/articles/9013
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As was the case with Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan began cultural and educational relations with
Turkey from the beginning of its independence.

The first document that served as a basis for the development of relations between the two
countries was the agreement on cooperation in the fields of culture, science, education and
sports, signed in May 1992. strengthened the possibility of organizing cultural exchanges
between them, as well as made it possible to develop the art of music in general.

As a result, in November of the same year, the Days of Turkish Culture in Kazakhstan were
held in Almaty18. In 2014, Turkey managed to broadcast a specially created TV channel to
some countries of Central Asia and Azerbaijan. Also, in the same year, an agreement was
signed on the sponsorship of Turkey for the reconstruction of the famous Khoja Ahmed Yasavi
mausoleum near Turkestan19. Costs amounted to 54 million dollars.
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