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Abstract 

This article explains the structure of the Latin alphabet, its reading principles, and the role of 

vowels, consonants, and letter combinations in pronunciation and language development. The 

Latin alphabet, widely used across many modern languages, consists of 26 letters, categorized 

into vowels (A,E,I,O,U,) and consonants( the remaining 21 letters). These letters formed the 

foundation of written communication, influencing word construction, pronunciation, and 

reading fluency. Vowels are essential for forming syllables, ensuring smooth pronunciation, 

while consonant provide stability and structure to words. Reading in the Latin alphabet 

involves phonetic rules that vary by language, affecting how letters and letter combinations are 

pronounced. Some letter have consistent sounds, while other change based on their position or 

surrounding letters.   

 

Keywords: Latin alphabet, Structure, Vowels, Consonants, Reading Phonetics Pronunciation. 

 

 

Introduction 

The Latin alphabet is the foundation of many modern scripts. It consists of 23 letters, as the 

letters J, U and W were later additions during the medieval period. Understanding the structure 

of the Latin alphabet is crucial for mastering reading and pronunciation. This introduction 

explores the structure, reading principles, and phonetic variations of the Latin alphabet, 

highlighting its importance in global communication and literacy. 

 

Material and Methods 

The study of Latin alphabet involves analysing its structure, reading principles, vowels, 

consonants, and letter combination using various materials and methods. Material include 

alphabet charts, phonetics guides, text samples, audio recordings, and educational literature to 

understand letter usage and pronunciation. This method involves examining alphabet structure, 

studying phonetic variations, analysing reading patterns, and identifying letter combinations 

such as diphthongs (e.g. “ai” “ou”) and digraphs (e.g. “ch”, “th”). Comparative linguistic 

analysis is also conducted to observe differences across Latin-based languages. This approach 

helps in understanding that alphabet’s role in reading, pronunciation, and language learning. 
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The Latin Alphabet  

The classical Latin alphabet contains the following letters. 

ABCDEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTVXYZ 

Key features: 

1. J: Represented by I in classical Latin ( e.g.Ilius=julius). 

2.  U: Represented by V in classical Latin ( e.g. vir for man ). 

3. W: did not exist in Latin 

1. Reading vowels  

The Latin language has five vowels : A,E,I,O,U. They can be long(marked with a macron , e.g. 

ā) or short ( unmarked) . The pronunciation depends on length:  

Pronunciation of vowels : 

• A: 

Long(ā): As in father( e.g. Fāma-fame). 

Short(a): As in idea( e.g. Rosa- rose). 

• E: 

Long(ē): As in they (e.g. pecūnia- money). 

Short: As in pet(e.g.terra- earth). 

• I:  

Long(ï): As in machine ( e.g. mïca- crumb). 

Short(i): As in bit( e.g. insula- island). 

• O: 

Long(ō): As in tone (e.g. dōna – gift). 

Short( o): As in off(e.g. Porta- gate).  

• U:  

Long ( ū):As in rude(e.g. lūna – moon). 

2. Reading consonants 

The consonants in Latin are pronounced differently depending on their position and 

combination. Here are the basic rules: 

Key consonants pronunciation: 

• C: Always hard, like k ( e.g.casa- house). 

• G: Always hard like go( e.g. glōria-glory). 

• V: pronounced as w in classical Latin ( e.g. via- road). 

• S: Always pronounced as s in see, never z (e.g .Silva- forest). 

• R: Trilled or rolled slightly ( e.g.regina- queen). 

• T: Always hard, as in ten ( e.g. terra- earth). 

• H: Lightly aspirated or silent in some cases(e.g. hōra- hour). 

3. Letter combinations  

Latin has several important letter combinations that require specific attention: 

• AE: Pronounced like eye in classical Latin ( e.g  aer-air). 

• OE: Pronounced like oy or oy in toy (e.g.poena- penalty). 
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• AU: pronounced like ow in cow ( e.g. aula-palace). 

• QU: Pronounced as kw( e g .quinta- fifth). 

• PH: Pronounced as p in classical Latin ( e.g. philosophia- philosophy) 

4. Vocabulary: 1st Declension Nouns  

Latin nouns in the 1st declension are mostly feminine, except a few masculine  

Exceptions (e.g. Agricola, nauta). They follow the same endings: 

Declension of “ rosa”(rose): 

Case  Singular    Plural  

Nominative   Rosa  rosae 

Genitive   Rosae  rosārum 

Dative  Rosae  rosīs 

Accusative   Rosam  rosās 

Ablative  Rosā//  rosīs 

Vocative  Rosa  rosae 

Examples with vocabulary: 

1. Terra( earth) 

• Nominative: Terra est magna    ( The earth is large). 

• Accusative: Amo terram              ( I love the earth). 

2. Lūna( moon): 

• Genitive: Splendor lūnae            ( The brilliance of the moon). 

3. Fāma( fame): 

• Dative: Dedit fāma honōrem     ( He give honor to fame ). 

 

Conclusion 

The Latin alphabet, while simple in its structure, has specific rules for vowels, consonants, and 

letter combinations. Understanding these intricacies helps in proper pronunciation and 

interpretation of Latin texts. The Declension of nouns, like the 1st declension, showcases the 

grammatical richness and precision of the language.  Understanding the structure and phonetic 

variations of the Latin alphabet is crucial for mastering reading and pronunciation. By 

analyzing the relationship between vowels, consonants, and letters combinations, this article 

provide insights into how the Latin alphabet supports language learning, literacy, and effective 

communication.  
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