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Abstract

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly influenced contemporary
language use and communication practices. In the context of the Uzbek language, digital
communication through social media platforms, instant messaging applications, online
forums, and other internet-based environments has contributed to noticeable linguistic
changes. This study examines the impact of digital communication on the lexical,
grammatical, stylistic, and pragmatic features of contemporary Uzbek. Particular attention is
given to the emergence of neologisms, loanwords, abbreviations, emoji-based expressions,
and hybrid language forms that have become widespread in online discourse. The research
also explores how digital communication affects language norms, linguistic creativity, and the
interaction between standard and non-standard language varieties. Using descriptive and
analytical methods, the study highlights the dynamic relationship between technological
advancement and language evolution. The findings demonstrate that digital communication
serves not only as a medium of information exchange but also as a powerful factor shaping
the ongoing development of the Uzbek language in the digital era.

Keywords: Digital communication, Uzbek language, language change, social media
discourse, neologisms, online communication, linguistic innovation, language evolution,
internet language, digital linguistics.

Introduction
Annotatsiya
Ragamli texnologiyalarning jadal rivojlanishi zamonaviy til qo‘llanilishi va kommunikativ

@) webofjournals.com/index.php/3

jarayonlarga sezilarli ta’sir ko‘rsatmoqda. O‘zbek tili misolida ijtimoiy tarmogqlar, tezkor xabar
almashish ilovalari, onlayn forumlar hamda internetga asoslangan boshqa kommunikatsiya
vositalari til tizimida muhim o‘zgarishlarni yuzaga keltirmoqda. Mazkur tadqiqot ragamli
kommunikatsiyaning zamonaviy o‘zbek tilining leksik, grammatik, uslubiy va pragmatik
xususiyatlariga ta’sirini tahlil qiladi. Tadqiqotda onlayn muloqot jarayonida keng
qo‘llanayotgan neologizmlar, o‘zlashma so‘zlar, qisqartmalar, emojilar orqali ifodalanadigan
ma’nolar hamda gibrid til shakllariga alohida e’tibor qaratilgan. Shuningdek, raqamli
kommunikatsiyaning til me’yorlari, lingvistik ijodkorlik va adabiy hamda noadabiy til
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qatlamlari o‘rtasidagi munosabatlarga ta’siri ham yoritilgan. Tavsifiy va tahliliy metodlar
asosida olib borilgan tadqiqot texnologik taraqqiyot va til rivoji o‘rtasidagi uzviy bog‘liglikni
ko‘rsatadi. Tadqiqot natijalari ragamli kommunikatsiya nafaqat axborot almashish vositasi,
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balki ragamli davrda o‘zbek tilining rivojlanishiga ta’sir ko‘rsatuvchi muhim omil ekanligini

25

) tasdiqlaydi.

N
Kalit so‘zlar: ragamli kommunikatsiya, o‘zbek tili, til o‘zgarishi, ijtimoiy tarmoq diskursi,
neologizmlar, onlayn muloqot, lingvistik innovatsiya, til evolyutsiyasi, internet tili, ragamli

%2, lingvistika.
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° — INTRODUCTION

The twenty-first century has been characterized by unprecedented technological advancement,
rapid globalization, and the extensive integration of digital technologies into everyday life.
These developments have transformed not only economic, political, and social structures but
also the ways in which people communicate and use language. Digital communication has
emerged as one of the most influential factors shaping linguistic behavior in contemporary
societies. Social networking platforms, instant messaging applications, online forums, blogs,
and other internet-based communication channels have created new linguistic environments in
which language continuously adapts to technological innovations and changing communicative
needs. As a result, modern languages are experiencing significant transformations at lexical,
grammatical, stylistic, pragmatic, and sociolinguistic levels. Language has always evolved in
response to social and technological changes. However, the speed and scale of linguistic
transformation observed in the digital era are unprecedented. The emergence of digital
communication has introduced new forms of interaction characterized by immediacy, brevity,
multimodality, and interactivity. Consequently, users increasingly employ abbreviations,
acronyms, emojis, hashtags, borrowed vocabulary, internet slang, and hybrid linguistic
structures to facilitate communication in virtual environments. These tendencies have become
observable across many languages of the world, including the Uzbek language. In recent years,
Uzbekistan has entered a new stage of digital development aimed at modernizing public
administration, education, science, culture, and communication systems through information
and communication technologies. The implementation of comprehensive reforms in the field
of digital transformation has significantly expanded internet accessibility and increased the
number of digital communication users. According to recent statistical reports, millions of
Uzbek citizens actively use social media platforms, online communication applications, and
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> digital services on a daily basis. This widespread adoption of digital technologies has inevitably
8 influenced language practices and contributed to the emergence of new linguistic phenomena
7)) in contemporary Uzbek.!
5 The importance of studying digital communication and language change in Uzbekistan is
y— further reinforced by national policies directed toward preserving, developing, and promoting
@) the Uzbek language in the digital age. The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On the State
o) Language” serves as the primary legal framework ensuring the development and functioning of
Q the Uzbek language in various spheres of social life. The law emphasizes the importance of
; strengthening the status of the state language while simultaneously adapting it to contemporary
@

1 Aitchison, J. Language Change: Progress or Decay? Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013. — P. 15-28.
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societal demands and technological progress. Moreover, significant governmental attention has
been devoted to enhancing the role of the Uzbek language within digital environments. The
Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF-5850 dated October 21, 2019,
“On Measures to Radically Increase the Prestige and Status of the Uzbek Language as the State
Language,” highlighted the necessity of expanding the use of Uzbek in modern information
technologies, digital communication systems, and electronic resources. The decree emphasized

that the development of the state language should correspond to contemporary technological
transformations and global communication trends. Further support for linguistic modernization
can be observed in the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF-6079 dated
October 20, 2020, approving the “Concept for the Development of the Uzbek Language and
Language Policy for 2020-2030.” This strategic document identifies the creation of electronic
dictionaries, digital linguistic databases, national language corpora, and modern language
technologies as key priorities. The concept recognizes that the future development of the Uzbek
language depends not only on traditional linguistic research but also on its integration into

%
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O

digital communication systems and emerging technological platforms. Additionally, the
Presidential Decree No. PF-6079 underscores the necessity of conducting scientific studies
related to contemporary language processes, including digital discourse, internet
communication, and the impact of globalization on language development. Such initiatives
demonstrate the growing recognition of digital communication as a significant factor
influencing linguistic evolution in modern Uzbekistan.The digital transformation of Uzbekistan
has also been strengthened through the implementation of the national strategy “Digital
Uzbekistan — 2030,” approved by Presidential Decree No. PF-6079 and related governmental
resolutions. This strategy aims to accelerate digitalization across all sectors of society, including
education, science, culture, and communication. As digital technologies become increasingly
integrated into daily life, new communicative practices emerge, creating fertile ground for
linguistic innovation and language change.’

From a theoretical perspective, the study of digital communication and language change is
situated at the intersection of sociolinguistics, pragmatics, discourse analysis, cognitive
linguistics, media linguistics, and digital linguistics. Contemporary scholars argue that digital
environments facilitate the emergence of new communicative norms, linguistic identities, and
discourse practices. Digital communication is not merely a technological channel for
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> transmitting information; it functions as a dynamic social space where language users actively

8 create, modify, and negotiate linguistic meanings.’

(7)) In the context of the Uzbek language, digital communication has contributed to several notable
5 linguistic developments. First, online discourse has accelerated the creation and dissemination
y— of neologisms associated with technology, social media, and internet culture. Second, the

@) increasing influence of English and other global languages has resulted in the widespread
o) borrowing of lexical items and expressions. Third, internet users frequently employ abbreviated

Q forms, transliterated expressions, emojis, and multimodal resources that combine textual and
=
@

2 Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF-6079 of October 20, 2020. On Approval of the Concept of
Development of the Uzbek Language and Improvement of Language Policy in 2020-2030.
3 Crystal, D. Language and the Internet. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. — P. 23-37.
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visual elements. Fourth, social media platforms have encouraged greater linguistic creativity,
enabling users to experiment with language forms that often diverge from traditional literary
norms.

These developments raise important scientific questions concerning the future trajectory of the
Uzbek language in digital environments. While digital communication provides opportunities
for linguistic enrichment, innovation, and global integration, it also presents challenges related

to language standardization, orthographic consistency, linguistic purity, and the preservation of
national linguistic identity. Therefore, systematic investigation of digital discourse has become
an urgent task for contemporary Uzbek linguistics. The relevance of the present study is
determined by several factors. First, despite the rapid expansion of digital communication in
Uzbekistan, comprehensive linguistic analyses of its impact on the Uzbek language remain
relatively limited. Second, ongoing governmental efforts aimed at strengthening the position of
the Uzbek language in digital environments require empirical and theoretical support from
linguistic research. Third, understanding the mechanisms of language change in digital contexts
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is essential for developing effective language policies, educational strategies, and digital
language resources. The scientific novelty of this research lies in its comprehensive
examination of digital communication as a driving force of linguistic transformation in
contemporary Uzbek. The study seeks to identify the major linguistic changes emerging within
digital discourse, analyze their structural and functional characteristics, and evaluate their
implications for the future development of the Uzbek language. By exploring the interaction
between technological innovation and linguistic evolution, this research contributes to the
growing field of digital linguistics and provides insights into the ongoing transformation of
language in the digital era. Therefore, the primary objective of this study is to investigate the
influence of digital communication on language change in contemporary Uzbek, with particular
attention to lexical innovation, stylistic transformation, pragmatic adaptation, and the
emergence of new forms of digital discourse. Through this analysis, the study aims to enhance
our understanding of how technological progress shapes linguistic development and
communication practices in modern Uzbek society.

The rapid expansion of digital technologies has fundamentally transformed the communicative
landscape of contemporary societies, leading to significant linguistic changes across numerous
languages worldwide. In the context of the Uzbek language, digital communication has become
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> one of the most influential factors contributing to language evolution in the twenty-first century.

8 The increasing use of social networking platforms, instant messaging applications, online

(d)) forums, digital news portals, blogs, video-sharing websites, and various virtual communication

5 environments has generated new linguistic practices that continue to reshape the structure and

y— functioning of contemporary Uzbek. Unlike traditional forms of communication, digital

@) interaction is characterized by immediacy, flexibility, multimodality, and extensive user

o) participation, all of which contribute to the emergence of innovative linguistic forms and

Q communicative strategies. One of the most noticeable effects of digital communication on

; contemporary Uzbek is the rapid enrichment of vocabulary through the introduction of new
lexical items. The development of information technologies, social media platforms, and

® internet culture has generated numerous concepts that previously had no direct equivalents in
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the Uzbek language. As a result, speakers have adopted, adapted, and integrated a substantial
number of foreign lexical units into everyday communication. Terms such as “online,” “blog,”
“podcast,” “streaming,” “hashtag,” “content,” “smartphone,” “application,” “digital platform,”
and “influencer” have become widely used among internet users. Some of these terms remain
in their original forms, while others undergo phonetic, orthographic, and semantic adaptation
according to the linguistic norms of Uzbek. This process demonstrates the dynamic interaction

9 ¢¢ 29 ¢6

between globalization and local linguistic development. The emergence of neologisms
represents another significant aspect of language change within digital environments. Digital
communication facilitates the rapid creation and dissemination of new words, expressions, and
communicative formulas that reflect contemporary social realities. Internet users frequently
generate innovative lexical constructions to describe technological phenomena, social trends,
and online experiences. Such linguistic creativity contributes to the expansion of the lexical
system while simultaneously illustrating the adaptive capacity of language in response to
societal transformation. Unlike traditional linguistic innovation, which often requires
considerable time for acceptance and standardization, digital neologisms can spread rapidly
through social media networks and become widely recognized within a relatively short period.*
The influence of digital communication is also evident in the increasing prevalence of
abbreviations and shortened forms. The necessity for rapid information exchange encourages
users to employ concise linguistic structures that minimize typing effort while maximizing
communicative efficiency. Consequently, abbreviated expressions, acronyms, and clipped
forms have become common features of online discourse. Although such forms primarily serve
practical purposes, their widespread usage may influence broader communication patterns and
contribute to the development of new language norms within digital contexts. The tendency
toward brevity reflects the communicative demands of online environments, where speed and
efficiency often take precedence over formal linguistic accuracy. In addition to lexical changes,
digital communication has substantially affected stylistic and pragmatic aspects of the Uzbek
language. Traditional distinctions between formal and informal communication have become
increasingly blurred within online spaces. Social media platforms enable interaction among
individuals from diverse social, professional, and educational backgrounds, creating hybrid
communicative environments where formal linguistic norms coexist with colloquial speech,
slang expressions, and creative language experimentation. This phenomenon has resulted in the
emergence of unique digital styles characterized by informality, expressiveness, and
conversational immediacy. Such stylistic transformations reflect broader shifts in
communicative behavior and demonstrate how digital technologies reshape social interaction
through language. The integration of visual and textual elements constitutes another important
feature of contemporary digital communication. Unlike conventional written discourse, online
interaction frequently incorporates emojis, stickers, GIFs, images, videos, and other multimodal
resources that complement or replace verbal expressions. These elements function as
communicative tools capable of conveying emotions, attitudes, intentions, and contextual
meanings that might otherwise require extensive verbal explanation. The widespread use of

4 Crystal, D. Internet Linguistics: A Student Guide. London: Routledge, 2011. — P. 41-55.
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emojis, in particular, illustrates the evolution of communication toward increasingly
multimodal forms. Within Uzbek digital discourse, emojis often serve pragmatic functions such
as indicating humor, irony, agreement, dissatisfaction, affection, or emphasis. Their growing
popularity demonstrates the expanding role of visual semiotics in modern communication
practices.>®

Digital communication has also contributed to the development of hybrid language forms
resulting from contact between Uzbek and other languages, particularly English and Russian.
Due to the global nature of digital technologies, internet users are frequently exposed to
multilingual content and intercultural communication. Consequently, code-switching and code-
mixing have become common features of online discourse. Users often combine Uzbek lexical,
grammatical, and syntactic structures with foreign words, phrases, and expressions, creating
hybrid communicative forms that reflect both local and global linguistic influences. While some
scholars view this phenomenon as a natural consequence of globalization and linguistic
innovation, others express concerns regarding its potential impact on language purity and the
preservation of national linguistic identity. Another important dimension of digital
communication concerns changes in orthographic practices. Online communication
environments often encourage users to prioritize speed over strict adherence to spelling
conventions. As a result, deviations from standard orthographic norms have become
increasingly common in digital discourse. These deviations may include intentional spelling
modifications, omission of punctuation marks, phonetic spellings, non-standard capitalization,
and various forms of linguistic simplification. While such practices are generally confined to
informal communication, their widespread usage raises important questions regarding the
relationship between digital literacy and language standardization. The coexistence of standard
and non-standard orthographic forms reflects the dynamic and flexible nature of language use
in digital contexts. The impact of social media platforms on language change is particularly
significant due to their role as major sites of linguistic innovation and dissemination. Platforms
such as Telegram, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, TikTok, and X have become powerful
mechanisms for creating, spreading, and normalizing new linguistic forms. Influencers,
bloggers, journalists, educators, and ordinary users collectively contribute to the production of
digital discourse that reaches extensive audiences within a short period of time. Through
repeated exposure and interaction, newly introduced expressions, phrases, and communicative
patterns often gain widespread acceptance and become integrated into everyday language use.
Consequently, social media functions not only as a communication tool but also as a catalyst
for linguistic transformation. Digital communication has further influenced the pragmatic
organization of discourse by introducing new conventions governing interaction. Online
communication frequently relies on mechanisms such as tagging, mentioning, reposting,
commenting, reacting, and sharing, each of which carries specific communicative functions and
pragmatic implications. These features have generated novel discourse structures and
interactional patterns that differ substantially from traditional face-to-face communication.

5 Yus, F. Cyberpragmatics: Internet-Mediated Communication in Context. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2011. — P. 97-113.
6 Baron, N. S. Always On: Language in an Online and Mobile World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. — P. 68—82.
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Users must navigate complex digital norms regarding politeness, identity construction,
audience awareness, and interpersonal engagement. Such developments demonstrate the extent
to which technological innovation reshapes communicative behavior at both individual and

5
=

N
: 7
collective levels.
The educational sphere represents another area where digital communication significantly
%2, affects language practices. Students increasingly rely on digital platforms for learning,
S collaboration, information retrieval, and academic communication. While these technologies

provide valuable opportunities for language development and knowledge acquisition, they also
expose learners to non-standard linguistic forms and informal communication styles.
Consequently, educators face the challenge of balancing technological integration with the
preservation of academic language standards. Understanding the linguistic implications of
digital communication is therefore essential for developing effective educational strategies that
promote both digital literacy and language competence. From a sociolinguistic perspective,
digital communication contributes to the democratization of language use by expanding
opportunities for public participation in discourse production. Unlike traditional media systems,
which were often controlled by institutional actors, digital platforms enable ordinary
individuals to create and disseminate content on an unprecedented scale. This increased
participation fosters linguistic diversity and encourages the expression of regional, social, and
individual language varieties. As a result, digital communication serves as a valuable source of
data for investigating language variation, identity construction, and social change within
contemporary Uzbek society. The ongoing digitalization of communication also presents
important challenges for language policy and language planning. As the Uzbek language
continues to evolve within digital environments, policymakers, linguists, educators, and
technology developers must work collaboratively to ensure its sustainable development. The
creation of electronic dictionaries, digital corpora, language technologies, automated translation
systems, and artificial intelligence applications requires comprehensive linguistic research
capable of addressing the complexities of digital language use. Such efforts are essential for
strengthening the position of Uzbek within global digital ecosystems while preserving its
unique linguistic and cultural characteristics.®

Overall, the relationship between digital communication and language change in contemporary
Uzbek reflects a broader process of linguistic adaptation to technological modernization.

Journal of Analysis and Invent

@) webofjournals.com/index.php/3

7p)
o
—
@
> Digital environments have become powerful arenas of innovation where new words,
8 expressions, communicative practices, and discourse structures emerge and evolve. The
(7)) influence of digital communication extends beyond vocabulary expansion to encompass
5 stylistic, pragmatic, orthographic, sociolinguistic, and cultural dimensions of language. These
y— transformations demonstrate that language remains a dynamic and adaptive system capable of
@) responding effectively to changing communicative conditions. As digital technologies continue
o) to develop, their impact on the Uzbek language will likely become even more profound, making
()
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7 Danet, B., Herring, S. C. The Multilingual Internet: Language, Culture and Communication Online. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2007. — P. 112-129.
8 Safarov, Sh. Pragmalingvistika. Toshkent: O’zbekiston Milliy Ensiklopediyasi, 2008. — B. 145-162.
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ongoing linguistic research essential for understanding the future trajectory of language
development in the digital age.

CONCLUSION

The study has demonstrated that digital communication has become one of the most influential
factors shaping linguistic development in contemporary Uzbek. The rapid expansion of
information and communication technologies, together with the growing popularity of social
media platforms, online communication applications, and digital content creation, has
significantly transformed language use across various communicative contexts. These
transformations are evident in lexical innovation, the emergence of neologisms, the increasing
use of abbreviations and hybrid linguistic forms, changes in stylistic conventions, and the
growing importance of multimodal communication practices. The findings indicate that digital
communication serves not merely as a technological medium for information exchange but also
as a dynamic environment where linguistic innovation occurs continuously. Contemporary
Uzbek has shown a remarkable capacity to adapt to the demands of the digital age through the
integration of new vocabulary, the development of novel communicative strategies, and the
expansion of expressive resources. Social media discourse, online interaction, and digital
content production have accelerated linguistic change and contributed to the formation of new
patterns of language use among different social groups. The study further reveals that
globalization and technological modernization have intensified language contact processes,
particularly through the influence of English and other widely used international languages. As
a result, digital discourse frequently incorporates borrowed lexical items, code-switching
practices, and hybrid expressions that reflect both global communication trends and local
linguistic realities. While these developments contribute to linguistic enrichment and
communicative flexibility, they also raise important questions concerning language
standardization, orthographic consistency, and the preservation of national linguistic identity.
Furthermore, the research highlights the increasing significance of digital communication for
language policy, language planning, and linguistic research in Uzbekistan. Government
initiatives aimed at strengthening the position of the Uzbek language in digital environments
require continuous scholarly support and evidence-based recommendations. The development
of digital linguistic resources, electronic dictionaries, language corpora, machine translation
systems, and artificial intelligence applications depends on a comprehensive understanding of
contemporary language processes. In conclusion, digital communication has become a
powerful catalyst for language change in contemporary Uzbek, influencing linguistic structures,
communicative practices, and sociocultural interactions. The ongoing transformation of the
digital environment suggests that language evolution will continue to accelerate in the coming
years. Therefore, further interdisciplinary research integrating linguistics, communication
studies, digital humanities, and information technologies remains essential for understanding
the future development of the Uzbek language in the global digital era.

33| Page

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

e, -



i, ———

Volume 4, Issue 6, June - 2026 ISSN(E): 2938-3773

)

2>\ REFERENCES
@L Normative and Legal Documents

v 1. Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan. — Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 2023.
2. Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On the State Language”. — Tashkent, 1989 (with
subsequent amendments and additions).
%2, 3. Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF-5850 of October 21, 2019.
S On Measures to Radically Increase the Prestige and Status of the Uzbek Language as the
© m— State Language.
E 4. Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF—6079 of October 20, 2020.
Q On Approval of the Concept of Development of the Uzbek Language and Improvement
E of Language Policy in 2020-2030.
— Scientific Literature
_8 5. Crystal, D. Language and the Internet. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2006.
© 6. Crystal, D. Internet Linguistics: A Student Guide. London: Routledge, 2011.
% 7. Baron, N. S. Always On: Language in an Online and Mobile World. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2008.
2‘ ™M 8. Herring, S. C. Computer-Mediated Communication: Linguistic, Social and Cross-
g E— Cultural Perspectives. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1996.
< g‘ 9. Danet, B., Herring, S. C. The Multilingual Internet: Language, Culture and
y— 3 Communication Online. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007.
O é 10. Yus, F. Cyberpragmatics: Internet-Mediated Communication in Context. Amsterdam:
“= O John Benjamins, 2011.
g % 11. Wardhaugh, R., Fuller, J. M. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. 8th ed. Oxford: Wiley-
e Blackwell, 2021.
8 .g 12. Aitchison, J. Language Change: Progress or Decay? Cambridge: Cambridge University
- ”_g Press, 2013.
.. GEJ 13. Safarov, Sh. Pragmalingvistika. Toshkent: O‘zbekiston Milliy Ensiklopediyasi, 2008.
% @ 14. Mahmudov, N. Til va nutq. Toshkent: Ma’naviyat, 2013.
== 15. Nurmonov, A. O‘zbek tilshunosligi tarixi. Toshkent: O‘qituvchi, 2012.
()] 16. Yo‘ldoshev, B. Matn lingvistikasi asoslari. Toshkent: Fan, 2016.
> Internet Resources
8 17. UNESCO Digital Transformation and Languages
(7)) 18. Google Scholar
5 19. Scopus Database
Y— 20. Web of Science Core Collection
@)
O
=
; 34| Page

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

e, -



https://www.unesco.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://scholar.google.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scopus.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.webofscience.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

