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Abstract  

Orthodontic tooth movement is a biologically mediated process resulting from the application of 

controlled mechanical forces to teeth. These forces initiate complex cellular and molecular responses 

within the periodontal ligament and alveolar bone, leading to bone resorption and apposition. 

Understanding the biological mechanisms underlying orthodontic movement is essential for 

optimizing treatment efficiency and minimizing complications such as root resorption and 

periodontal damage. The aim of this study was to analyze the cellular, molecular, and tissue-level 

responses occurring during orthodontic tooth movement and to evaluate their clinical implications. A 

literature-based analytical review combined with clinical radiographic observations of 120 

orthodontic patients was conducted. The results demonstrate that mechanical stress induces 

inflammatory mediators, cytokine activation, osteoclast differentiation, and bone remodeling. 

Controlled force levels promote physiological remodeling, whereas excessive forces result in 

hyalinization and root resorption. The study confirms that orthodontic movement is a balanced 

biological response requiring careful force modulation and monitoring. 
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Introduction  

Orthodontic treatment is based on the principle that teeth can be moved through alveolar bone by 

applying controlled mechanical forces. However, tooth movement is not purely mechanical; it is a 

complex biological process involving cellular and molecular responses in the surrounding tissues. 

When force is applied to a tooth, it creates areas of compression and tension within the periodontal 

ligament (PDL). These mechanical stimuli activate biological pathways that result in: bone resorption 

on the pressure side, bone formation on the tension side, remodeling of periodontal ligament fibers, 

vascular and neural adaptations. 

The biological response depends on: magnitude of force, duration of force, type of movement, patient 

age, systemic health. 
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Improper force application may cause undesirable effects such as hyalinization, pulp necrosis, or 

external root resorption. 

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the biological mechanisms involved in orthodontic tooth 

movement and to analyze tissue responses at cellular and molecular levels. 

 

Materials and Methods. A combined literature review and clinical radiographic analysis was 

conducted. 

120 orthodontic patients aged 13–22 years undergoing fixed appliance therapy were examined. 

 

Evaluation Methods 

1. Radiographic assessment of bone remodeling (before and after 6 months of treatment). 

2. Measurement of periodontal ligament width changes. 

3. Assessment of root morphology via periapical radiographs. 

4. Analysis of treatment force levels used in clinical practice (light, moderate, heavy). 

 

Biological Parameters Analyzed (Literature-Based) 

• Cytokine activity (IL-1, IL-6, TNF-α) 

• Prostaglandin production 

• Osteoclast and osteoblast activity 

• RANK/RANKL signaling pathway 

• Vascular response 

 

Results 

Periodontal Ligament Response. Within 24–48 hours after force application: 

• Vascular dilation occurred. 

• Inflammatory mediators were released. 

• Increased cellular activity was observed. 

PDL compression zones showed decreased blood flow, while tension zones demonstrated increased 

fibroblast proliferation. 

 

Bone Remodeling.  

• Osteoclast activity increased significantly in pressure zones. 

• Bone resorption lacunae were visible radiographically after 2–3 weeks. 

• Osteoblastic bone formation was observed on the tension side. 

Balanced remodeling occurred in 86% of patients treated with light continuous forces. 

 

Root Resorption 

• Mild external root resorption occurred in 9% of cases. 

• Moderate resorption observed in 3% (primarily with heavy forces). 

Intrusive movements demonstrated higher risk of apical resorption. 
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Influence of Force Magnitude 

Force Level Tissue Response 

Light Physiological remodeling 

Moderate Accelerated remodeling 

Heavy Hyalinization and delayed movement 

 

Excessive force caused sterile necrosis (hyalinized tissue), delaying tooth movement. 

Discussion. The findings confirm that orthodontic tooth movement is a biologically controlled 

inflammatory response rather than a purely mechanical displacement. 

 

Cellular Mechanisms. Mechanical stress stimulates periodontal ligament cells to release 

inflammatory mediators such as interleukins and prostaglandins. These mediators promote osteoclast 

differentiation through the RANK/RANKL pathway, leading to bone resorption. 

Osteoblast activation on the tension side facilitates new bone formation, maintaining structural 

stability. 

 

Inflammatory Nature of Movement. Orthodontic movement resembles a controlled inflammatory 

process. However, it is sterile and reversible when forces are appropriately regulated. 

 

Hyalinization and Undermining Resorption. Heavy forces compress blood vessels, leading to 

tissue necrosis. In such cases, tooth movement occurs via undermining bone resorption, which is 

slower and increases complication risk. 

 

Age-Related Considerations. Younger patients demonstrate more efficient bone remodeling due to 

higher cellular activity. Adults show slower response and higher susceptibility to root resorption. 

 

Clinical Implications 

• Light continuous forces are biologically optimal. 

• Intermittent excessive force should be avoided. 

• Radiographic monitoring is essential for early detection of root resorption. 

• Treatment planning must consider systemic health and bone density. 

 

Conclusion 

Orthodontic tooth movement is a complex biological process involving coordinated cellular and 

molecular responses in the periodontal ligament and alveolar bone. 

Controlled mechanical forces induce balanced bone resorption and formation. Excessive forces may 

lead to tissue damage and root resorption. 

Understanding biological mechanisms allows clinicians to optimize force application, reduce 

complications, and improve long-term treatment outcomes. 

Orthodontic therapy must always respect biological limits to ensure safe and predictable dentofacial 

remodeling. 
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