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Abstract:  

The article provides information about the activities of the Jadids and their views on the education 

of a harmoniously developed generation.  

 

Keywords: Jadids, Jadids, Soviet system, ideology, enlightenment, economic pressures. 
 

 

Introduction 

As is well known, the Jadid movement, which aimed not only to enhance political, educational, 

and moral development but also to reform the spiritual and intellectual landscape of Turkistan, 

played an important role in the history of the peoples of the region. The term "Jadid" (from the 

Arabic "jadid," meaning "new") signifies the idea of renewal and represents a social, political, and 

educational movement aimed at introducing modern schools, printing, and national development 

methods into society. The followers of this movement are collectively referred to as "Jadids."  

Jadidism emerged as a national ideological current of the national liberation movement in 

Turkestan during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The movement's most prominent 

representatives, such as Behbudi, Fitrat, Cho'lpon, Munavvar Qori, and Abdulla Avloni, played 

key roles in the development of this ideology. The Jadids advocated for the unification of the 

peoples of Turkestan and for the achievement of national independence. A key feature of their 

work in the education of future generations was to liberate Turkestan from its stagnation and bring 

the nation into line with modern development. Their goal was to create a national state, establish 

an independent and prosperous society, and promote enlightenment. 

These ideas were primarily aimed at educating the younger generation in a way that would foster 

national unity, spiritual and ideological cohesion, and a sense of responsibility for the fate of the 

region. The central philosophical and theoretical orientations of Turkestan Jadidism were 

articulated by figures such as Behbudi, Munavvar Qori, Fitrat, and Cho'lpon, who advocated for 

the construction of a national state and the pursuit of modern development. The Jadids understood 

that it was essential to uplift the intellectual and social conditions of the population, particularly 

the youth, to enable them to actively participate in the fight for independence, political freedom, 

and the prosperity of the nation. 

Mahmudkhoja Behbudi emphasized that, "In every country, the movement for reform and culture 

begins with its youth, just as in our Turkestan, the movement for education and reform emerged 

as a result of the efforts of the youth," highlighting the critical role of the younger generation in 

the development of the region. Behbudi warned against the negative influences of establishments 

such as the Russian-run taverns in Samarqand, which were close to mosques and madrasas, and 

urged young people to avoid such detrimental practices. His vision for the future was one where 

educated, healthy, and knowledgeable individuals would grow to become professionals—doctors, 

lawyers, economists, and other specialists who could serve the development of Turkestan.  

Munavvar Qori Abdurashidkhonov also stressed the responsibility of parents in ensuring that their 

children received a good education. The Jadids emphasized that parents must be proactive in 
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preparing their children for school and madrassas, guiding them to pursue further education in 

advanced educational institutions, and equipping them with the modern knowledge needed for the 

future. 

The Jadids were keenly aware of the backwardness of Turkestan in comparison to Europe, 

particularly in the fields of science and technology. Behbudi, for instance, expressed admiration 

for the European educational system, which included advanced institutions such as medical 

schools with surgical rooms and laboratories in Beirut and other cities. He lamented how far 

behind Turkestan was in terms of progress and innovation, and hoped that the youth of Turkestan 

would benefit from such modern educational systems. 

The reformers, including Munavvar Qori, also advocated for sending students to study abroad in 

places like Turkey, Orenburg, Ufa, Azerbaijan, and even Russia to acquire the knowledge and 

skills that would help in the future development of Turkestan. In this regard, Behbudi wrote in the 

"Oyna" journal: "Rather than spending money on weddings and celebrations, children and students 

should be sent to Mecca, Medina, Egypt, Istanbul, and Russian universities, where they can 

receive both religious and secular education, and become modern, enlightened individuals." 

Jadid intellectuals directly addressed the youth, encouraging them to strive for progress, acquire 

modern knowledge, and contribute to the advancement of society. They urged young people to 

unite and form societies, prioritizing the well-being of the nation rather than individual selfishness. 

They reminded the youth that their future and the future of their nation depended on their actions. 

The Jadid movement emphasized the importance of studying history, as understanding historical 

truths equips individuals to confront the challenges of the present. They warned against the 

dangers of a falsified history, which distorts the worldviews of individuals and leads them astray. 

In the past, under oppressive regimes, people were unaware of their true history, and their culture 

and values were suppressed. The Jadids aimed to restore this knowledge and encourage people, 

especially the youth, to study their own history, cultural heritage, and traditions. 

One of the key goals of the Jadid movement was to address the educational system. They believed 

that educating the youth and instilling in them a sense of independence and a commitment to the 

welfare of their homeland was essential for the nation's progress. The Jadids promoted not only 

national values but also universal human values, internationalism, and the beauty of the nation’s 

future. 

In conclusion, the Jadid movement was pivotal in shaping the cultural, social, and intellectual 

awakening of the youth in Turkestan. By emphasizing education, knowledge acquisition, and the 

development of national consciousness, the Jadids laid the foundation for a new generation of 

thinkers, activists, and leaders who would contribute to the modernization and independence of 

the region. The ideas and actions of the Jadids continue to resonate in the modern context of 

independent Uzbekistan, where the importance of youth education and engagement with national 

and global issues remains a central priority. 
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