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Abstract

This paper explores the era of Amir Temur (Tamerlane) with a particular focus on the
philosophical foundations of military order and discipline during his reign. It examines how
Amir Temur’s leadership and strategic vision shaped a unique system of military organization
based on strict discipline, ethical principles, and efficient command structures. The study
highlights the significance of these principles in maintaining the strength and stability of his
empire, contributing to his success as a military commander and statesman. Through historical
analysis, the research reveals the integration of philosophical ideas into practical military
governance, reflecting the broader cultural and intellectual context of the time.
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Introduction

Amir Temur (1336—-1405) is remembered in history as a great statesman of his time, a talented
military commander, and the founder of a sophisticated military-organizational system. His state
was strengthened not only politically and economically but also through moral, ethical, and
military foundations. In his famous work, The Laws of Timur (Temur tuzuklari), he
philosophically outlined the principles of state governance, social order, and military discipline.
Understanding one’s own history, continuously studying it, and drawing necessary lessons from
it was also emphasized by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan and Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, Shavkat Mirziyoyev. During his visit to the Kashkadarya region on April
21, 2022, he stated: “I have studied the military art of Amir Temur. I have instructed all relevant
authorities to research and explore new information about his military strategies. First and
foremost, we need to study the history of our ancestors. Unfortunately, for many years we have
focused on the histories and battles unrelated to us.” This statement highlights the importance
for scholars and educators to delve deeper into Amir Temur’s military art and strategy, as it can
provide valuable solutions to contemporary challenges.

Amir Temur holds a highly significant political position in the history of Uzbek statehood. His
activities restored political independence after 150 years of subjugation, established governance
based on the prevailing religious and legal traditions, created a centralized state system, and
actively fostered economic development by creating favorable conditions for agriculture, crafts,
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and trade. He transformed the region into one of the world’s greatest political, economic, and
cultural centers and set a practical example of what leadership should be in society.
Certainly, military preparedness holds a special place in state governance. Amir Temur’s
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worldview regarding military policy can be understood through his own words: “I realized that
nine parts of state affairs are managed through counsel, planning, and consultation, while only
one part is executed by the sword.” This highlights that Amir Temur attributed only a small
portion of importance to force or violence in politics and governance, with the banner of his rule
being primarily political strategy and careful planning. At the same time, history regards Amir
Temur as one of the greatest commanders because the main goal of his military policy was to
serve the establishment of a powerful state and empire. This is clearly evidenced by examining
the relevant chapters in The Laws of Timur, which embody the essence of his strategic thinking.
In Amir Temur’s army, every soldier and each armed unit’s activities—including their salaries,
provision of military equipment, promotion through service ranks, and the relationship between
a soldier and his commander—were all carefully planned and regulated. Military tactics during
combat operations were also prearranged according to a strict system. In short, Amir Temur
established a rigorous system of service and organizational discipline within his forces, clearly
defining who was responsible for what. Even minor details were specified in advance. For
example, the requirements for ordinary soldiers’ readiness for a military campaign included:

“During a march, every eighteen soldiers should carry one tent; each soldier must have two
horses, a bow, a quiver with arrows, a sword, a saw, a grinding stone, a bag, a whetstone, an axe,
ten needles, and a leather pouch.” Similar detailed lists of necessary weapons and equipment for
warriors, squad leaders, centurions, commanders of a thousand, and emirs are also recorded in
The Laws of Timur.

The Tuzuk also clearly outlines the salary system for emirs, commanders of a thousand,
centurions, squad leaders, and other military personnel. This demonstrates that Amir Temur
prioritized preparing his army thoroughly in peacetime by ensuring its full supply and wellbeing.
Simply put, his army was well cared for and motivated, entering battles with confidence and
satisfaction.

It is known that Amir Temur meticulously planned the course of battles in advance. According
to the system he introduced, if the enemy’s army numbered more than twelve thousand but less
than forty thousand, command was assigned to one of the princes. However, if the enemy force
exceeded forty thousand, Amir Temur himself took direct command of the army.

Depending on the situation, Amir Temur would adjust the army’s formation and the order of
engagement in battle. In 1391, during the battle against Tokhtamysh Khan, he employed a
previously unknown military tactic. According to the historian Shomiy, “Sahibqiron divided his
army into seven parts so perfectly that words fail to describe it.” This testimony suggests that the
tactic was highly complex and rare.

Amir Temur strived to prepare military campaigns with utmost thoroughness and without
unnecessary noise. Therefore, his troops often appeared unexpectedly at unanticipated times and
places, launching sudden attacks on the enemy. Before every major campaign, Sahibqiron held
a council meeting where he listened to everyone’s opinions and sought the most appropriate
course of action under the given circumstances.

“Mishaps and betrayals of fate taught Amir Temur to select people wisely and reward them
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according to their merits,” writes M. Ivanin.
To strengthen his power, Temur prioritized increasing the number of troops and organizing them
efficiently. He personally selected 313 loyal, faithful, and skilled commanders well-versed in
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military art and proven in battles. He appointed 100 of them as squad leaders, 100 as centurions,
100 as commanders of a thousand, and entrusted the remaining 13 with higher ranks. These
carefully chosen warriors greatly contributed to maintaining discipline and military order within
Amir Temur’s army.

Analyzing Amir Temur’s military-philosophical views, it becomes evident that his ideas remain
relevant today. Modern military institutions continue to research this field, developing new
methods for training disciplined and patriotic soldiers. Through Temur’s thoughts, one can gain

philosophical insight into his approach to statecraft, human nature, social structure, and
discipline.

Amir Temur regarded order and discipline within the military and political systems as the
foundation of societal stability. Just as perfect order exists in nature and the universe, everything
in society and the state must occupy its proper place. This perspective aligns closely with the
ideal state concept of Aristotle and Al-Farabi, which emphasizes that every individual must
clearly understand and faithfully fulfill their role in society.

In Temur’s teachings, justice is considered the highest law of the state. Justice is the fundamental
principle that maintains balance in the world. It is not a personal virtue of the ruler but a duty to
govern the entire society with fairness. This notion resonates with the “wise governance” idea
found in the philosophies of Ibn Sina and Nasir al-Din Tusi. Temur viewed a person not merely
as a warrior or official but as a morally developed individual endowed with intellect and
willpower, who cultivates themselves and strives for personal growth.

These ideas are rooted in medieval Islamic philosophy (such as Jami and Al-Ghazali) and the
ethical traditions of the East. In educating himself and others, Temur emphasized qualities such
as intellect and experience, determination and will, manners and enlightenment, loyalty, and
humility. These traits closely correspond to the concept of the ideal ruler (philosopher-king) and
bear similarities to Plato’s model of the ideal ruler in The Republic.

The Laws of Timur placed great importance on education and upbringing, stressing the need to
arm warriors with knowledge, nurture youth with patriotism, and develop commanders and
officials morally and intellectually. This emphasis aligns with Imam Al-Ghazali’s prioritization
of “moral education.”

Temur considered disobedience to laws as catastrophic for the state and demanded strict
discipline and accountability. Here, the philosophical notion of freedom is also embodied: a
person can be truly free only within the framework of law. This idea parallels Kant’s concept of
“legal freedom.”

According to Amir Temur, order and discipline must exist not only in the army but throughout
society. Every soldier had to perform their duties precisely. Corruption, negligence, and
disobedience were severely punished. Merit and courage were the primary criteria for promotion
among Temur’s commanders. Philosophically, this supports responsibility and attentiveness,
echoing the cosmic order principle—that everything must be in its rightful place and fulfill its
function.

Justice holds a central place in Amir Temur’s teachings. Injustice, he believed, leads to the decay
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of the state. These philosophical views align closely with Plato’s idea of the “Philosopher King.”
Furthermore, Temur placed great emphasis on spiritual stability and moral education among
soldiers, which today can be equated with the concept of personal development. According to
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the Tuzuk, military personnel must be trained not only physically but also mentally and
spiritually. He described this as the unity of “knowledge, experience, and ethics.”

Preparing for battle, in Temur’s view, involved not only the creation of weapons but also
understanding friends as friends and enemies as enemies on a spiritual level.

The Laws of Timur is not only a political-legal document but also a moral-ethical code. It
portrays a soldier not merely as an obedient subordinate but as a morally educated, self-
disciplined individual with a strong will. Discipline is understood as the individual’s victory over
their own desires. Victory on the battlefield begins with personal discipline and inner excellence.
These philosophical concepts resonate with Islamic ethics (Al-Ghazali), Eastern philosophy (Al-
Farabi, Ibn Sina), and even Western philosophical ideas about human and society relations
(Plato, Kant).

For Amir Temur, order and discipline were essential not only for the army but for the entire state.
He famously said, “If there is no discipline in an armyj, it is not an army but a mob.”

The philosophical point here is that discipline reflects the state’s internal consensus—the shared
commitment to a common purpose and obedience to the law. This concept corresponds to the

philosophical triad of “human — law — society.”

According to Temur, a leader must embody the intellect, heart, and spirit of the army. These
ideas correspond closely to Plato’s “Philosopher King” and Al-Farabi’s concept of the “Ideal
City Ruler.”

Amir Temur’s military-philosophical system offers valuable lessons for today: to enhance the
spiritual and moral potential of individuals in military education, to harmonize leadership culture
with ethical standards, and to build military discipline not merely on orders but on personal
development.

Conclusions

In summary, the military order and discipline during Amir Temur’s era were based not only on
organizational and punitive systems but also deeply rooted in philosophical, spiritual, and ethical
foundations. His concept of statecraft grounded in order and discipline has influenced modern
military philosophy. According to his teachings, discipline leads to personal responsibility,
justice ensures state stability, and spirituality fosters social harmony.
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