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Abstract

This article analyzes the concepts of social morality and etiquette through the hadiths presented
in Imam al-Bukhari’s work Al-Adab al-Mufrad. The book frequently addresses concepts related
to social responsibilities, including respect for parents, neighborly relations, compassion, justice,
kindness, and social upbringing. The study applies a literary-analytical method (textual study of
the book), examining the hadith texts and their social meanings. The article shows the role of
Al-Adab al-Mufrad in shaping social harmony, moral communication among people, and the
culture of etiquette. The conclusion provides the significance of the work for modern society and
practical recommendations.
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Introduction

Al-Adab al-Mufrad contains more than 1,300 hadiths, all of which are devoted to manners,
interpersonal relations, compassion, and honesty. The work consists of the following main
sections:

Respect for parents and seeking their pleasure.

Relations with neighbors.

Brotherhood, generosity, and hospitality.

Child upbringing.

Avoiding arrogance and envy.

A

Greeting, smiling, and the culture of communication.

Imam al-Bukhari not only narrated the hadiths but also systematically arranged them as a moral
and educational system. This made the book a practical guide for readers. Islamic spirituality
and ethical principles are firmly rooted in the Qur’an and the Sunnah. However, over centuries,
moral degeneration, the breakdown of human relationships, and social ideological contradictions
began to manifest in societies. From this perspective, it has become increasingly important to
scientifically analyze sources within hadith literature that possess deep moral, educational, and
social content.

The work Al-Adab al-Mufrad by Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari is a hadith collection
dedicated to the themes of manners and ethics, illuminating positive moral aspects of personal,
family, and social relationships. The book compiles hadiths related to the core elements of social
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structure, such as respect for parents, neighborly relations, compassion, justice, consultation, and
others.

It should be emphasized that the hadiths in Al-Adab al-Mufrad serve not only personal moral
purposes, but also act as guidance for relationships, interactions, and overall harmony within the
social sphere. Especially against the backdrop of individualism, communication breakdown, and
disregard for moral values in modern society, a scientific analysis of the social etiquette
principles found in this work is highly important.

The purpose of this article is to socially analyze the hadith texts in Al-Adab al-Mufrad, to show
the work’s contribution to social harmony, the ways it addresses social problems, and practical
methods for applying these principles in modern society.

Within the framework of this article, hadiths taken from Al-Adab al-Mufrad, scholars’
commentaries, and contemporary research will be integrated.

Based on this introduction, the following sections of the article will present the literature review,
main analytical sections, and conclusions.

Research Objectives

The main objective of this study is to scientifically analyze the social content of the hadiths
presented in Imam al-Bukhari’s Al-Adab al-Mufrad, to identify the moral and social principles
contained in it, and to reveal the mechanisms of their influence on the system of social relations
in contemporary society.

Materials and Methods

The following materials were selected as the main empirical and theoretical base of the study:
The Arabic originals and translated editions of Imam al-Bukhari’s Al-Adab al-Mufrad were
studied as primary sources. In addition, modern scientific articles, monographs, and
commentaries written on this work were analyzed. The study also made use of scientific works
in the fields of hadith studies, Islamic ethics, sociology, and communication theory.

During the research process, the following methods were applied:

— literary-analytical method: content-based analysis of the hadith texts in the work;
— thematic classification method: grouping the hadiths according to social directions (family,
neighborhood, collective relations, culture of communication);

— sociological-conceptual analysis: interpreting the content of the hadiths through the concepts
of “social norms,” “social capital,” and “social solidarity”;

— comparative analysis: comparing the ideas in Al-Adab al-Mufrad with modern ethical and
communication theories;

— critical source evaluation method: analyzing the isnad level of the hadiths and the textual
context from the perspective of hadith scholarship.

The study is mainly theoretical and analytical in nature; no empirical surveys were conducted.
The results were developed based on intertextual analysis, conceptual generalization, and
thematic systematization.
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Main Part

Al-Adab al-Mufrad: Social Content and General Characteristics of the Work. Al-Adab al-
Mufrad is a hadith collection that brings together themes of manners and ethics, containing
narrations about close social relationships such as parents, kinship, neighborhood, hospitality,
speech ethics, and other everyday social situations. Research notes that the work contains
approximately 1,300 narrations, and its content is often interpreted from the perspective of
education and social structure.

The Function of Hadiths as Social Norms and Role Models. Hadith narrations fulfill two
functions as social norms: first, their texts define personal moral standards (such as speech ethics,
respect, and patience), and second, they transform these personal norms into social roles and
obligations within family and community contexts. In this regard, Al-Adab al-Mufrad not only
regulates individual behavior but also strengthens organic interconnections within the social
system (family, neighborhood, networks of mutual assistance). Comparative analysis with
modern social theories confirms the role of these narrations as a “normative code,” through
which mutual trust and social capital are formed.

Respect for Parents and Intergenerational Relations. The work contains numerous narrations
about respect for parents and their rights; these narrations serve as a foundation for the social
stability of family life. Scientific analysis shows that social norms promoting respect for parents
contribute to the development of responsibility and empathy in children, resulting in
strengthened continuity of family bonds and mechanisms of social support. The narrations also
provide guidance on the formation of intergenerational communication, methods of advice, and
ethical upbringing, which can be applied in modern educational methodologies.

Neighborhood Relations and Community Culture. Treating neighbors well, respecting their
rights, and providing assistance occupy a special place in Al-Adab al-Mufrad. These narrations
encourage mutual help and social cohesion at the level of neighborhoods and communities. From
the perspective of social analysis, neighborhood norms perform functions such as reducing social
conflicts in small social units (neighborhoods, quarters) and supporting one another in
emergency situations. Therefore, these narrations can also be considered rudimentary elements
of modern social protection systems.
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Compassion, Charity, and Social Protection. Issues such as charity, generosity, and care for
orphans are repeatedly emphasized in the work. These practical norms perform a social
protection function within society: helping the poor, reducing social inequalities, and
maintaining collective stability. Scholars analyze these narrations as moral and religious
foundations of economic and social protection institutions. At the same time, practical
implementation — integrating zakat and charity mechanisms into modern social assistance
systems — is discussed.

Ao

Communication Ethics and Social Dialogue. The narrations emphasize speech ethics,
avoidance of lies, sincerity, and respectful consultation. These elements determine the quality of
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social communication (offline and online): honest dialogue, rejection of hate speech, and
encouragement of constructive criticism strengthen trust and cooperation within society. In
recent years, communication ethics in Al-Adab al-Mufrad has become a separate subject of
research, and these studies show the possibilities of applying these narrations to modern
communication contexts (social networks and mass media).

Justice and Legal-Moral Norms. The hadith narrations record values such as justice, respect
for the rights of others, and refraining from oppression. When these values are harmonized with
legal regulations and social norms, they help reduce inequality and discrimination in society.
Social analysis shows that activating principles of justice increases the resilience of society and
helps resolve social conflicts through legal and moral means.

Critical Evaluation of Isnad and Text. An important issue highlighted in scholarly works is
that Al-Adab al-Mufrad is not a collection filtered as strictly in terms of isnad as works like
Sahih al-Bukhari; some narrations in it are assessed as weak or of varying levels of reliability.
Therefore, before applying specific narrations in any social application or educational program,
it is necessary to examine their isnad status and textual context. Academic commentaries and
critical editors consider narrations together with their context and give attention to
recommendations regarding their social application.

Modern Application: Integration into Education, Community, and Online Ethics. When
incorporating the narrations into educational programs, they should be harmonized with modern
pedagogical methods: interactive lessons, situational games, dialogues, and empathy exercises
can be used to cultivate moral behavior among young people. Community and non-governmental
sectors can also develop social assistance projects based on the principles found in Al-Adab al-
Mufrad. In addition, developing practical guidelines for speech ethics on the internet and social
networks provides an interpretation of the narrations adapted to virtual communication. All of
this requires understanding the narrations in their historical context and applying them in
accordance with contemporary needs.

Scientific Limitations and Future Research. This analysis is based on theoretical-textual and
literature review methods. It is necessary to measure the real impact of the narrations on society
through empirical research (for example, surveys, experimental pedagogical projects, and
practical trials at the community level). In addition, expanded hadith-critical examination of the
isnad — determining which narrations are strong and which are weak — will be an important
criterion for applying them to social policy and education.
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Conclusion
1. Al-Adab al-Mufrad is highly valued as a fundamental source for shaping a system of social
norms. Through hadiths, Imam al-Bukhari connects personal etiquette with social order. Each

Ao

moral principle—respect, justice, patience, and generosity—is interpreted as a norm that
strengthens social stability and mutual trust among people.
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2. Family relations in the work are presented as the central factor of social stability. Hadiths
about respecting parents, maintaining kinship ties, and showing compassion to children appear
as values that strengthen systems of social support. From the perspective of modern sociology,
these aspects correspond to the concept of “social capital.”

3. Narrations about neighborly relations, assistance, and generosity create a model of collective
solidarity. The “community ethics” formed on the basis of hadith sources contributes to the
development of social equality and human solidarity. These values can serve as an effective

ideological foundation against today’s global social crises such as alienation, individualism, and
moral indifference.

4. The culture of communication and speech ethics are shown as factors that preserve moral
balance in society. Imam al-Bukhari emphasizes principles such as sincerity, avoidance of lies,
acting through consultation, and maintaining fairness in criticism. These values remain relevant
in modern communication culture, including in the digital environment.

5. Integrating the social values found in the work into modern education and civil society is an
urgent task. Instilling hadith-based ethics into the minds of young people through interactive
education, social projects, and online ethical guidelines increases the practical value of Al-Adab
al-Mufrad. In this way, Islamic moral heritage is harmonized with contemporary social
development.
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