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Abstract:  

Agatha Christie, the renowned British author, is widely celebrated for her mastery of mystery and 

detective novels. Her captivating narratives and intriguing characters have enthralled readers for 

decades. A crucial aspect of Christie's writing lies in her intricate portrayal of protagonists and 

antagonists, who play a vital role in the development of her captivating plots. In this article, we 

delve into the interpretation of these central figures in Christie's works and explore the 

complexities of their roles. 
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Introduction 

The conflict between a protagonist and an antagonist a story’s two most essential characters is an 

age-old storytelling trope. Writers of films, plays, and literary works have a long history of using 

the tension created by the protagonist and antagonist competing against each other toward 

conflicting goals to drive a story forward, evolving and developing the definition and 

characteristics of both types of characters.1 

Agatha Christie, hailed as the Queen of Crime, intricately weaves tales of mystery and suspense, 

captivating readers with her timeless works. Central to her novels are the characters of the 

protagonist and antagonist, whose roles often transcend conventional definitions. In Christie's 

world, the lines between hero and villain are skillfully blurred, allowing for a nuanced exploration 

of human nature.  

 

Methods 

In Christie's novels, the protagonist is often a detective or an amateur sleuth who serves as the 

reader's guide through the intricacies of the story. The protagonist in her novels is not always a 

traditional, virtuous hero. Instead, Christie presents characters with flaws and complexities, 

making them more relatable and authentic. These characters possess exceptional deductive skills, 

remarkable intuition, and a thirst for justice. While each protagonist has a unique personality, they 

typically exhibit qualities such as intelligence, resilience, and a keen eye for detail.  

 
1 https://www.masterclass.com/articles/writing-101-protagonist-vs-antagonist-characters 



          
         Volume 2, Issue 01, January 2024                                                  ISSN (E): 2938-3803 
        ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2 
 
 

One such iconic Christie character is Hercule Poirot. Portrayed as a meticulous and methodical 

Belgian detective, Poirot employs his sharp intellect and unparalleled observation skills to solve 

perplexing cases. Through his thought process and astute observations, readers vicariously engage 

in the investigation, attempting to solve the mysteries alongside him. The focus on the human side 

of her protagonists allows readers to connect with them on a deeper level, turning them into more 

than mere crime-solvers.  

The antagonist in Christie's works is often portrayed as an individual who commits a crime or 

intends to thwart the protagonist's pursuit of truth. Christie's antagonists can be cunning, 

manipulative, and devious, skillfully hiding their true identities until the climactic reveal. This 

element adds suspense and surprise to her storytelling, as the readers are continuously kept on 

their toes, attempting to unravel the layers of deception. Conversely, Christie's antagonists are not 

always overtly malevolent or one-dimensional. The author masterfully crafts characters who defy 

stereotypes, keeping readers guessing until the final pages. 

Christie expertly conceals the antagonist's true nature, allowing them to blend seamlessly into the 

story, diverting suspicion and keeping readers guessing. This strategic approach heightens the 

impact of the grand confrontation between protagonist and antagonist, leaving readers astonished 

by the revelations. 

 

Results 

What sets Christie's works apart is the nuanced portrayal of her characters, blurring the line 

between good and evil. She masterfully challenges readers' preconceived notions about the 

protagonist and antagonist, making them question their initial judgments. 

The protagonists themselves often possess intriguing quirks or flaws, lending them a sense of 

depth and realism. They may have their motives or even bend the rules to achieve justice. 

Meanwhile, the antagonists may have compelling backstories or motivations, which add layers of 

complexity to their actions. 

Additionally, Christie's exploration of the psychology of her characters adds another level of depth 

to her stories. The protagonists unraveling the antagonist's motives often prompts reflections on 

the darker aspects of human nature. Furthermore, Christie's exploration of the duality within her 

characters reflects a keen understanding of the human psyche. By delving into the intricacies of 

human behavior, she transcends the constraints of the crime genre, creating literary works that 

resonate beyond their suspenseful plots. The protagonists and antagonists in her stories become 

vessels through which she explores the multifaceted nature of morality and the consequences of 

our actions.  

 

Discussion 

Agatha Christie's interpretation of protagonists and antagonists goes beyond conventional 

archetypes, presenting readers with characters that defy easy classification. Her exploration of 

human nature and the moral ambiguity within each character adds depth and complexity to her 

works, elevating them beyond typical crime novels. Through her masterful storytelling, Christie 

invites readers to navigate the intricate web of morality and mystery, ensuring that her legacy 

endures as a testament to the enduring power of well-crafted characters.  
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Conclusion 

Agatha Christie's works continue to captivate audiences with their intricate plots, multi-

dimensional characters, and surprising twists. Through her skillful portrayal of protagonists and 

antagonists, she challenges readers' expectations and delves into the complexities of human nature. 

As we immerse ourselves in the world of Christie's mysteries, we are reminded that the boundaries 

between right and wrong can often be blurred. Her ability to craft compelling narratives ensures 

that readers are not only entertained but also prompted to reflect on the complexities of human 

behavior. 

In exploring the interpretations of the protagonists and antagonists in Christie's works, readers 

gain a deeper appreciation for the artistry behind her storytelling, further solidifying Agatha 

Christie's legacy as the Queen of Crime. 
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